
 

Virtual Viterbi Rube Goldberg Machine Graduate Student 
Competition Rubric 2020 

 

Category Scoring 
Machines Steps 
(tally 1 point for each step) 

 

Machine Types 
(tally 1 point for each unique 
type, do not count 
duplicates) 

 

Machine Description 
(are steps described 
accurately and honestly) 

Not really,  
Can’t tell, 

No 
(1pt) 

Somewhat 
(3pt) 

Mostly 
(6pt) 

Yes 
(10pt) 

Creativity Level Boring,  
Underwhelming 

(3pt) 

Straight 
Forward 

Implementation 
(5pt) 

Apprentice!  
Interesting but 

few wows! 
(10pt) 

Master! 
Novel & 
Amusing 

(15pt) 
Requirements 

Did the machine turn on/off 
something? 

No 
(1pt) 

Almost 
(3pt) 

Yes 
(6pt) 

Did the machine incorporate 
3 pencils?  

No 
(0pt) 

1-2 pencils 
(1pt) 

3+ pencils 
(2pt) 

Creative use 
of 3+ pencils 

(5pt) 
1 Symbolic Item per member 
 

Didn’t see it 
(0pt) 

Saw it, but it wasn’t  very 
creative 

(3pt) 

Whoa! That was 
Deep! 
(6pt) 

Total Score 

Architect/s: Total Points: 
  


