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CEE DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW



CEE DEPT 
OVERVIEW

• > 24 Tenure/Tenure Track 

Faculty

• > 40 Affiliated Faculty

• 70 PhDs

• 200 MS Students 



Master of Science, Civil 

Engineering (MSCE) 
28 Units

General

Construction Engineering 

& Management

Structural Engineering

Transportation 

Engineering

Transportation Systems

Water & Waste 

Management

Master of Science, 

Environmental Engr

(MSENE)

28 Units 

Master of Construction 

Management (MCM) 

32 Units

Master of Transportation 

Systems Management

35 Units

Advanced Design & 

Construction Technology



DEGREE REQUIREMENTS



DEGREE 
REQUIREMENTS

• Two-Thirds of Degree 
Credit Must Be At the 
500-level or higher

• Continuous 
Enrollment 
(Fall/Spring)  

• Complete Degree 
within 5 years

catalogue.usc.edu 

→ Graduate & 

Professional Programs 



DEGREE 
REQUIREMENTS

• 3.0 Minimum GPA 

• Grades of a C or 
higher can count 
toward a degree

• Pass/No Pass* do 
not count toward 
degree/graduation 
requirements

GPA & Grades 



CONSEQUENCES

You will earn an “F” in the class

• It will impact your GPA

• Fs appear on your transcript  & cannot be 
removed 

You can be suspended or expelled from USC

You Can Be Denied:

• Curricular Practical Training/Internship, 

• Access to Viterbi Career Connected 

Can Negatively Impact Job Opportunitie

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY



AVOID VIOLATIONS

Check With Your Professor

• If you’re unsure if something is 
considered cheating – ask your 
professor

When Collaborating

• Make sure the professor approves 
you to work on an assignment as a 
group

Don’t share/post your homework

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Questions about 

Academic Integrity?

Viterbi Academic Integrity Officer: 

Associate Professor Steve Bucher

sbucher@usc.edu



TRACKING YOUR DEGREE 
REQUIREMENTS

myusc.usc.edu
OASIS → STARS REPORT







HOW TO SELECT YOUR 
COURSES



STEP ONE: REVIEW 
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

cee.usc.edu/academics



cee.usc.edu/academics





GET PERMISSION TO TAKE 
COURESES THAT AREN’T LISTED 

ON THE PROGRAM PAGE



STEP TWO: REVIEW 
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

CLASSES.USC.EDU



Recommended 

Course Load

1
Class/Semester

4
Typical Program 

Length

years

8
Fulltime 

Enrollment

Units/Semester

TYPICAL COURSE LOAD





DEN, HYBRID & ONLINE 
COURSES



How To Request D-clearance From DEN

All DEN courses require D-clearance.

1. Login to DEN Desire2Learn: http://courses.uscden.net

2. Go to DEN@Viterbi Tools on the navigation bar

3. Select “Request D-clearance” link, select the term, and select a course

4. Approval process takes 1-2 business days. To view the status of a request, click on “Check D-Clearance Status”

5. You can register once your request has been processed. D-clearances expire 7 days from when it is issued so 

register as soon as you obtain it to secure a seat in a course. 

For questions on D-Clearance status, contact den@vase.usc.edu

http://courses.uscden.net/
mailto:den@vase.usc.edu


Financial Holds 

Unpaid balances can result in:

• financial hold that restricts 

registration

• late fees on your account. 

Any Questions Related to Tuition 

Should be Directed to Student 

Financial Services

Location: Jefferson Boulevard 

Parking Structure

Phone: 213-740-7471

Email: cashier@usc.edu

Advisors do not have access to 

financial information

Other Holds 

ADM 20

• Conditional Admission  - check 

your admission letter

• Does not restrict enrollment

• Email Christine Hsieh @ the END 

of the fall semester 

(christine.hsieh@usc.edu) to lift 

hold once you have satisfied the 

conditions 

ADM 40

• Verify your prior degree

• Does not restrict enrollment

• Verify your degree by visiting 

https://arr.usc.edu/services/degree-

progress/verification.html

https://web-app.usc.edu/maps/
mailto:cashier@usc.edu
mailto:christine.Hsieh@usc.edu
https://arr.usc.edu/services/degree-progress/verification.html


ENROLLMENT DEADLINES

viterbigrad.usc.edu
&

classes.usc.edu





SPRING CALENDAR

January 15 Last day to register and pay without late fee

January 15 Spring semester classes begin

February 5 Last day to drop a class without a mark of "W," 

except for Monday-only classes, & receive a 100% 

refund

February 5 Last day to register and add classes

February 5 Last day to change enrollment option to Pass/No Pass 

or Audit

February 5 Last day to purchase or waive tuition refund insurance

February 5 Deadline for purchasing or showing  proof of health 

insurance

March 5 Last day to drop a course w/o a mark of W on 

transcript 

April 9 Last day to drop a class w a mark of a W

April 30 Fall semester classes end

May 5-12 Final Exams



ADVISEMENT

myviterbi.usc.edu



ASK QUESTIONS

CEE Student Services

VASE Advisors

Faculty Advisors



ACADEMIC
ADVISEMENT

Christine Hsieh

Associate Director, 

CEE Student Services

christine.hsieh@usc.edu



MSCE Structural

Dr. Gregg Brandow

brandow@usc.edu

MSCE Construction Engr & Mgmt

Master in Construction Mgmt

Professor Henry Koffman

koffman@usc.edu

FACULTY ADVISORS



Contact Info

DEN@Viterbi Support Contact Information Staff

Technical support,

Desire2Learn training, 

Homework

dentsc@usc.edu

213-740-9356

Bianca Richter

DEN d-clearance

inquiries

den@vase.usc.edu

Exams denexam@usc.edu

213-740-9356

Shirley Schutt

VASE Advisor

• General advisement

• Policies & 

Procedures

ptrinida@usc.edu

213-740-0116

Patty Rinehart

VITERBI ADMISSION & STUDENT ENGAGEMENT (VASE)

Location: Olin Hall of Engineering (OHE), Rm. 106

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 am - 5 pm (Pacific Time)

Phone: (213) 740-4488 | Fax: (213) 821-0851

https://viterbigrad.usc.edu/

mailto:dentsc@usc.edu
mailto:den@gapp.usc.edu
mailto:denexam@usc.edu
mailto:ptrinida@usc.edu
https://viterbigrad.usc.edu/


ADVISEMENT

From Us

During peak times (first 3 weeks of 

the semester) 

• Virtual “Drop-In” Advisement      

No Appt Necessary

After Feb 5th/ Week of Classes

• Virtual Appointments scheduled 

by email

• Virtual “Drop-In” advisement (No 

Appt Necessary) Hours TBD

What We Expect From You 

• Check your email every day 

• Include your USC ID, Degree 
Program & full name in all 
emails sent to your advisor

• Only email using your usc.edu 
email address 

• When our communication requires 
a response, please reply within 3 
business days



RESOURCES



SUPPORT
SUPPORT

Campus Support & Intervention

• campussupport.usc.edu/students/

Academic Support

• USC Kortschak Center For Learning 

& Creativity (KCLC)

kortschakcenter.usc.edu

On Demand Workshops

• Time Mgmt & Organization

• Reading tips

• Test Taking Tips

• Self-Care Tips

• Note Taking Tips…and more



Student Organizations 

cee.usc.edu/current-

students/student-organizations

Jobs and Internships
Viterbi Career Connections

viterbicareers.usc.edu/students

Department Events

GET CONNECTED
GET CONNECTED

https://cee.usc.edu/current-students/student-organizations/
https://viterbicareers.usc.edu/students/


STAY INFORMED

• we-are.usc.edu/students/

• Viterbi Covid-19 Response

https://viterbischool.usc.edu/covi

d-19-response/

https://we-are.usc.edu/students/
https://viterbischool.usc.edu/covid-19-response/


QUESTIONS?

Please submit your questions via 

the chat function in Zoom.



REVIEW YOUR  

REQUIREMENTS

ONLY ENROLL IN CLASSES ON THE 

PROGRAM PAGE



During week 4 of the semester,  we’re available for course planning 

and other questions. Make an appointment via myViterbi. 

Appointments Will Be Set Up Via Zoom


