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Peter Beerel
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Undergraduate 

Programs



Meet Your Advisor!

Samantha Graves
Student Services Manager

Gabby Garcia Patty Rinehart
Sr. Student Services Advisor

Last Names: K-L
Sr. Student Services Advisor

Last Names: A-J

Jaimie Zelada Vianey Villaseñor
Student Services Specialist

Last Names: M-T
Student Services Specialist

Last Names: U-Z



Academic Advising
Advisors support the academic journey of 

students by providing resources and 
program requirement information, which 

contribute to the students' 
understanding and overall academic 

success.

Hours of Operation 
Monday - Friday 
9:00AM - 5:00PM

● Hughes Aircraft Electrical 
Engineering Center

● Corner of McClintock Ave and 
37th Pl, next to RTH

● EEB 102 – ECE Student Services 
main office



• DEN@Viterbi
• Reduced Course Load (RCL)
• Curricular Practical Training (CPT)
• Optional Practical Training (OPT)
• Program Extension (PE)
• Leave of Absence (LOA)

• Registration Inquires
• Course Planning
• Personal Wellness
• Academic Performance Concern
• Course withdrawal plans
• Engagement opportunities

Viterbi Student and 
Academic Services 

(VSAS)
ECE Student Services



Advising at Viterbi
Viterbi views advising as a collaborative partnership between 

students and advisors.

Viterbi 
Student

Student 
Success

Viterbi 
Advisors

Advisors support students' academic 
journey by: 
- Guiding students through policies, 

processes, and academic planning
- Providing guidance on program and degree 

requirements 
- Connecting students with other campus 

offices and resources when needed 

Actively engage in their education by:
- Familiarizing yourself with the University 

Catalogue 
- Reviewing STARS Report regularly to track 

degree progress
- Tracking Holds 



Degree Requirements02
 



USC Catalogue 
The USC Catalogue is the official 
university source for important 
information regarding policies, 
procedures, degree, and 
graduation requirements

The Catalogue is updated every 
academic year - it is important to 
ensure that you are reviewing the 
Catalogue that is relevant to your 
academic year (catalogue year). 

https://catalogue.usc.edu/



Experience USC - My Academics



Policies

GPA
Graduate students are required to maintain a B average (3.0 GPA) while enrolled in 
a master’s program.
• Both in their applied (major) and overall GPAs.

Passing Grade Minimum of a C or better. Pass/No Pass option is NOT allowed.

Continuous Enrollment All students must be enrolled in fall and spring terms. Summer is optional.
• Must request Leave of Absences for fall or spring (maximum 4)

Time Limit Graduate students have 5 years to complete their degree program.

Academic Integrity There are serious consequences to cheating and plagiarism. 

The university lists academic policies that students must comply with in order to graduate with their degree 
program.

https://oec.usc.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Student-Handbook-2025-2026.pdf
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Course Load
• Part-time status: 1-4 units
• Full-time status: 8 units

○ Not required for domestic students 
○ International master's students must be in 8 units

• Maximum number of courses each semester: Varies by program

Students must register for at least 1 course each fall and spring semester to satisfy 
continuous enrollment. 



Course Load Considerations 
Course load may vary based on: 

○ Work status and duties 
○ Financial aid/ scholarship requirements 
○ Personal responsibilities 
○ Student health insurance 

Be aware that the number of units you are enrolled in each semester can affect 
financial aid, student health insurance, visa status, etc. Speak to the offices you 
are associated with to discuss your enrollment status plans with ample time. 
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Fall 2026 Course Recommendations
Major specific notes:

* Hardware Systems - If placement exam is passed for either EE 457 and/or EE 477, 
then consider taking EE 503 or EE 510 or another recommended prep class listed for 
your major (CSCI 402 or EE 451 or EE 454 as your second course).

** Wireless Networks - Students enrolled in the MSEE-Wireless Networks degree 
program must pass the EE 450 placement exam or register for EE 450. Please note 
that if you register for EE 450, this course will not count toward your degree.

*** Financial Engineering – Students must prioritize EE 503 and EE 518 in 1st 
semester, and if opt to take a 3rd course, then select GSBA 548 also.

**** MS-ECE (Analog, Mixed-Signal...) - students can opt to take the EE 477 
placement exam, and if passed, then would register for EE 577a instead.



Fall 2026 Course Recommendations

● Full-time enrollment for MS students at USC is a minimum of 8.0 units (2-3 
courses).

● Placement Exams are available for the following courses: EE 450, EE 457, EE 477.
● EE 590 (Directed Research) is not allowed in your first semester.
● No CSCI courses in the 1st semester: As a first semester ECE graduate student, 

you are not allowed to register in a CSCI course. No D-clearance will be granted 
to you. Only continuing ECE students (2nd semester or above) may request 
D-clearance from the CSCI Department.



Pre-requisites and Waivers

A pre-requisite is a course that needs to be taken prior to the desired class. 
• Depending on the class,  students can request a waiver. 

Process for Prerequisite Waiver:
• Submit your request via myViterbi via the Pre-Requisite Waiver Request 

Manager link. (Email requests will not be accepted.)

If you are taking courses outside of the ECE department, please note that each department may 
have its own unique process. Visit their department website for more information.



Account Holds
When logging into Web Registration, holds will be listed at the beginning before 
continuing to class offerings. 

Description
 Associated Office

Contact Information



Account Holds
Holds can also be found on 
Experience USC > My 
Academics > Restrictions

Description
 Associated Office

Contact Information



Common Account Holds
Hold Description How to Address Hold

STU 50 Restricts registration and 
USCard application 
(prevents registration)

Complete Immigration Status 
Verification (ISV) with OIS upon 
arrival in the U.S.

ADM 40
RNR 40

Degree Verification 
(allows registration)

Verify previous degree(s) with 
USC Office of Degree Progress. 
Deadline for all degree 
verifications is by the end of 
you first semester.

ADM 20 Conditional Admission 
(allows registration)

See your Admission Letter for 
any specific conditions.

https://ois.usc.edu/new-students/firstweeks/immigration-status-verification-isv/
https://ois.usc.edu/new-students/firstweeks/immigration-status-verification-isv/
https://arr.usc.edu/degree-progress/#chapter=domestic-and-international-degree-verification


D-clearance
• A “D” listed after the section number indicates that D-clearance (permission) is required 

before you can register for the course.
• A section number without a “D” does not require clearance, so you can register 

immediately.



Requesting D-clearance

On-Campus Section
For OC and DEN@Viterbi students:
• Request d-clearance through MyViterbi>> D-clearance Request Manager >> 

Select Department 
• Processing timeline varies by Department. 

DEN@Viterbi Section 

DEN students
• Some classes may require d-clearance. More information to come
• Request d-clearance through MyViterbi>> D-clearance Request Manager>> 

DEN@Viterbi D-clearance Request 
• This is only visible to DEN@Viterbi students
• Processing timeline is 3-4 business days. 

D-clearance for Viterbi courses is done through myViterbi. 
• Outside of Viterbi: visit department website for directions



Requesting D-clearance: MyViterbi



Requesting D-clearance: On-Campus 



Requesting D-clearance: DEN@Viterbi

Click highlighted link



Registration Checklist

Prerequisites A class that must be completed before enrolling in another course.

Department clearance Classes with a "D" next to the section number placed by department.

Holds Restrictions that need to get resolved. Some prevent registration.

Registration Permit The earliest date and time you can access Web Registration to register for the next 
term.

Be sure to resolve all registration check list items, as each may impact registration. 
Resolving or submitting a request for one does not mean it solves all. 



Contacting Your Advisor
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VSAS Advising

• Email: vasems@usc.edu
• DEN inquiries: vaseden@usc.edu
• Website: https://viterbigrad.usc.edu/

• Virtual Drop-In Hours: 
Mondays (June 22 – August 19)
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM PT

• Olin Hall of Engineering (OHE) 
Room 106

ece.studentservices@usc.edu or your assigned 
advisor. *Always include your USCID*

https://minghsieh.ece.usc.edu

Virtual Drop-In Hours: 
Wednesdays (June 24 – August 19)
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM PT

Hughes Aircraft Electrical Engineering Building 
(EEB) Room 102

ECE Advising 

mailto:vasems@usc.edu
mailto:vaseden@usc.edu
https://viterbigrad.usc.edu/
mailto:ece.studentservices@usc.edu
https://minghsieh.ece.usc.edu/


When sending an email, please include detailed information about your 
inquiry to avoid delays. 

Please include in all communication: 
• From USC Email
• Name
• USC ID
• Course section numbers
• Subject line with issue/topic
• Allow 2-3 business days for a response 

We encourage respectful and professional communication when 
interacting with staff and faculty members. 

Email Communication



Next Steps & 
Important Dates
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Next Steps and Important Dates
Next Steps
● Review New Student Website 
● Activate myViterbi (1-2 days)
● Submit d-clearance requests
● Register for Fall 2026 courses 
● Make tuition and fees payment by August 21st to avoid a late fee. 
Important Dates 
● International Student Session- July 6 (Zoom) 
● On-Campus Student Orientation 

○ Part 1- August 17 (online)
○ Part 2- August 18 (in-person)

● DEN@Viterbi Orientation
○ Part 1- July 22nd
○ [ECE] Part 2- July 23rd 

● Last day to register and settle without a late fee - August 21 
● Fall semester classes begin - August 24th 
● Last day to drop a course with tuition refund - September 11

https://viterbigrad.usc.edu/new-student-information-new/


Click here for website with this information!!

https://go.uscengineer.com/l/954453/2026-05-20/kn9kl/954453/1779391931vEHw7hna/New_Student_Checklist__Fall_MS___6_.pdf


Resources
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Websites, Portals, and Tools
Experience USC 
- My Academics

Experience USC 
-Advise USC WebReg

myViterbi Schedule of 
Classes

• Holds
• STARS Report
• Grade Report

• Advising 
Appointments

• Create a case
• Advising Notes

• Course Bin
• Register for 

classes
• Restrictions
• Class availability

• Tuition rates
• Semester 

deadlines
• Syllabi
• Class availability

• D-clearance
• Leave of 

Absence
• Application to 

Graduate

• Requirements
• Information 

about processes
• Registration 

resources

Department 
Website



FAQs
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Research

590 courses
Students have the option to take Directed Research 

(590 courses) and work under a faculty member to 
deliver results for a grade

Master's thesis
A Master's thesis is not required. Students interested 
in pursuing a thesis should speak with their advisor.

Other Ways to Get Involved
Volunteering in research labs, projects, or student 
organizations connected to departments can expand 
your skills



ECE Academic Questions
● Can I transfer graduate units into my program?

○ Yes, possible to transfer in up to 4 units (400 level or above) if you previously 
took a class elsewhere that was not used towards a degree. Please contact 
your advisor to discuss the transfer credit approval process further.

● What courses should I take in the first semester? 

○ Please refer to the Advisement and Registration email. List of first term 
courses attached is also on the ECE website under the tab Student 
Resources>Master of Science>Documents

● What if my courses have a 200-300 level pre-req?

○ Please refer to the Advisement and Registration email. The Prerequisite 
Waiver Request form is located in MyViterbi. Please allow our office two 
business days to process the request. You will be notified by email once 
completely processed. Please do not send email to assigned advisor. 



ECE Academic Questions
● How long will it take me to finish my degree?

Depends…but likely 2yrs (2.5 to 3.5 years if DEN) - 5 years is time limit

● Do I have to be enrolled in each semester?

Every fall and spring, yes for continuous enrollment.  Need to file a Leave of 
Absence if not enrolled during fall or spring semester.

● Do I have to do a thesis or conduct research?

No, not required.  99% of all MS students in ECE do NOT do thesis.

● Can I take a class for Pass/No Pass? 

No, all classes for your degree must be taken for a letter grade.



ECE Academic Questions
● Is there a minimum or maximum course unit requirement for each semester?

○ International students if in the US, must enroll in 8 units each semester to 
maintain visa status – if in less than 8 units, must file an RCL (ONLY allowed in 
1st and LAST terms).  8 units is considered full-time for all MS graduate 
students.  Domestic students can choose to take more than 8 or fewer units.  
If you have financial aid or loans – may need to be in 8 units to qualify.

● Can I take electives from other departments? 

○ Yes, but only after the first semester. An ECE Special Request (submit on 
MyViterbi)  must be approved ahead of time, most degree programs will 
allow a max of up to 2 non-EE classes.



ECE Academic Questions
● Can I change my program to another one within ECE?

○ Yes, changing into MSECE is easiest (most flexible program).  Some programs 
like MSFINE, MSECE-MLDS, MSQIS require that you take specific courses and 
have a certain GPA in order to change majors. 

● Do you have virtual advising hours? How can I contact you? 

○ We will be offering virtual drop-in hours for new students on Wednesdays 
10am-12pm PST (zoom link on ECE homepage) between June 24 – August 19.  
You can also email your assigned advisor directly. In person is always 
welcome! Come visit us in EEB 102.



Q&A


